
St. Jacobõs UCC 
100 East George St, PO Box 111 

    he Journey 

Office@stjacobsucc.org ð www.stjacobsucc.orgðFind us on Facebook! 

Sunday School 9:30AM ð Coffee/Tea Time 10:00 to 10:20AM ð Worship Service 10:30AM 

 

Greeting to all - Or as Jesus would say ñShalomò 

(The Peace of God go with you) 

 
  March 6 is Ash Wednesday. Lent begins. When I was 12, the      

biggest thing about lent was figuring out what to give up. Perhaps you had the 

same experience.  

 
 If so, then maybe you, like me, tried to give up school, smoking, driving, 

paying the bills ïand especially-girls? Today it sounds sillyï even funny. But on 

another level, we were giving up nothing. It was too easy-and therefore didn't 

mean too much. 

 

 The whole idea of sacrificing was missing. Lent was to be a time to ap-

proximate the suffering & sacrifice of Jesus by denying ourselves. Did the tradi-

tions of ñgiving upò something actually work? 

 
 Maybe we need to consider a new path to celebrate lent? Maybe askð

what does my neighbor need? What do I have to share ïtime, funding ect. Who 

can I pray for? The list is endless, but we have to pick something and then fol-

low through. 

 
 Let this be our Lenten challenge: Take a step forward for Jesusða step 

that blesses others. 

  

  

Shalom, 

Pastor Rick 
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The Journey 

 
 Psalm 50:1  
"The Lord, the only true God, has spoken. He has summoned the earth from where the sun rises to where it 
sets." 
 
 
 

Hello St. Jacobs Family, 
 
As March has reached our door step and our weather has definitely kept each of us on our toes but it has in no 
way stopped us from doing some really great things. Our soup challenge was a fantastic event with our sister 
church we raised 2156 (soup or monies) for our food bank how great is that! We held a wonderful basket and bag 
bingo with some delicious food which so many came and enjoyed. We held a Valentine dance with some great 
music and yummy treats which was a wonderful social time for all that attended and were able to enjoy. Thank 
you Fred for the truly beautiful piece of art you created and raffled off that evening. The art you create and share 
with us is wonderful gift and I know we are all so happy to see what next you may be creating. March is full of 
wonderful events giving us all time to share with each other and give us that best opportunity to open our doors 
and welcome all to enjoy also. We have a community breakfast this gives us a great opportunity to feed those 
that are hungry and spend a moment sharing a conversation with someone that truly needs ear to listen and 
spend time with. We have a Victorian dance planned again which if you have a moment and want to have a fan-
tastic evening you really need to come and listen to the music. See the beautiful costumes the ladies and gentle-
men wear hear some history as to why they do what they do and most importantly take a moment and dance as 
if none are watching. 
 
So be brave St. Jacobs open your hearts and brush off the dare devil inside yourself and come and enjoy all we 
offer. 
 
Sincerely, 
  

Heather Kuhn 
Consistory President 
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St Jacobs UCC Consistory Minutes January 2019 

Meeting are held the third Monday of the month @ 7pm in St. Jacobs UCC. 

January 2019 

 

Opening: 6:09pm 

Present: Consistory members: Pastor Rick, Heather Kuhn, Lynn Johnson.  Others attend-

ing: Dorine Hagarman 

Minutes for December 2018 

Motion to approve by earlier email to Consistory members 

2nd by email to Consistory members 

All Approved 

Old Business 

Pastor Rick submitted a reference for inclusion in our Pastoral Search Profile 

New Business 

Early Learning Center is looking to hire additional teaching staff, 

Early Learning Center arranging a field trip to New Salem Elementary by Pre-Kindergarten 

staff, possible partnership with the school, 

ELC state inspection went well, state documentation still pending 

Letters of Transfer to be sent for Pastor Rick and Taylor Sipe 

Discussions 

Include ELC in Pastoral Search profile? 

Possible live nativity next year with St. Jacobôs Lutheran 

Make the dance coming up in May free? 

WGAL to be used for weather alerts 

Chocolate Fundraiser net proceeds will add to ELC play area modifications 

March 9th free Community breakfast sponsored by the St. Jacobôs Community Food Pantry 

to be advertised at local shops, newsletter, bulletins and outdoor sign 

Bring children to sing in church more often 

Easter Breakfast to be hosted by St. Jacobôs Lutheran 

Action Steps To Be Taken 

Adjournment 

 Meeting was adjourned at 6:47pm 

                      Motion was made by Lynn Johnson 

                      2nd by  Heather Kuhn 

                     All in favor 

 

Pastor Rick leads us in the Lordôs Prayer for closing. 

 

Meeting adjourned 06:47p.m. 
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TO YOU WHO BRING SMALL CHILDREN TO CHURCH  

 

 There you are sitting in worship or bible study. Your child, or toddler, is restless. Perhaps theyôre even a little 

 boisterous. You try to silence them, and nothing. You try to pacify them with food or toys, and nothing. Even-

tually, you resort to the last thing you wanted to do: you pick them up, and before a watching audience, you 

make the march out of the auditorium. All the while, youôre a little embarrassed. Maybe youôre a little frus-

trated too. You might even think to yourself, ñThereôs no point in coming to church. I get nothing out of it be-

cause I have to constantly care for my kid.ò 

 

 I want youï you mothers and/or fathersðto know just how encouraging you are to so many. The little elderly 

woman who often feels alone beams with a smile at the sigh of you wresting with your little one. Sheôs been 

there before. She knows how hard it can be, but she smiles because hearing that brings back precious memo-

ries. To see young parents and their small children brighten her day, and she may have just received bad news 

this week about her health, but seeing the vitality of young ones removesðif but for a momentï her fears. 

 

 The older man who always seems to be grouchy notices you too. Heôs always been talking about how children 

in this day have no respect or sense of good. But, he sees you-a young family-in church, and you don't miss 

any gatherings. Like clockwork, he can depend on the sight of you and your young family. You give him hope 

that maybe the church isn't doomed after all, because there are still young parents who love God enough to 

bring their restless children to worship. 

 

 Bring your children to church. If you don't hear crying, the church is dying. As hard as it might be for you as a 

parent whoôs half-asleep, keep on doing what youôre doing. You are an encouragement, and youôre starting off 

your childrenôs lives as you should. 
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ST. JACOBôS FOOD PANTRY 

2019 Capital Improvement Project 

 

Since approximately May, 2018 fresh produce for the pantryôs monthly food distribution to recipients has been lim-

ited.  From late 2017 through April/May, 2018 varying amounts of fresh produce on pallets had been received from 

the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank (ñCPFBò) located in Harrisburg.  About May, 2018 the CPFB made the determi-

nation that the sole, once a month, Saturday delivery of produce to our St. Jacobôs Food Pantry could not be sustained.  

Given our local pantryôs lack of refrigeration space, the availability of fresh produce for a first Saturday of the month 

distribution was limited to that produce that could be kept in good condition when received from CPFB on a regularly 

scheduled 4th Thursday of the previous month.  From time to time this holding period is not two days, but nine days. 

 

Currently our local pantry has a standing three-door, reach-in refrigeration unit and four operational standing freezer 

units.  The shelf capacity of the three-door refrigeration unit is less than the quantity of produce on one pallet of fresh 

produce.  Generally, having a pallet of produce is about what it takes to provide for the 110 families or more that have 

been making use of our local pantry.  The standing freezer units can accommodate frozen meats and fish which are 

distributed monthly, but are insufficient to store enough frozen turkeys at Thanksgiving and Christmas time. 

 

Our food pantry has a pallet jack that is used to move pallets around the monthly distribution area.  If a truck with a 

lift -gate were rented, a pallet of food could possibly be picked up the Friday before distribution and stored inside the 

Lutheranôs facility through their 2017 installed access door and turning down the air conditioning in that space.  

Unless produce was manually transferred from one pallet to another only a single pallet could be transported, moved 

onto the truckôs lift gate, lowered to ground level and moved inside.  While having one pallet of produce to distribute 

is better than none, the availability of produce from CPFB has been more extensive, and the ability to have adequate 

person power on a sustained, monthly basis to manually transfer produce is probably a real question. 

 

A more sustainable solution is proposed as follows: 

Acquire a new freestanding pole-barn type shed to accommodate items stored in the rear of the Lutheran churchôs 

brick building.  Snow blowers, lawn care equipment, ladders, and miscellaneous items.  The pantryôs current 

refrigerator and freezer units are located in the front portion of this building. 

Retrofit the existing brick building to accommodate a walk-in refrigerator unit and a walk-in freezer unit that have 

pallet wide doors. 

Current electrical service needs to be upgraded, Met-Ed would provide the service upgrade to the 

nearby existing pole and install a new building meter, interior wiring would be completed by 

Dave Trone and others, 

Wider building doorway opening needed to allow pallets to enter/exit, 

Existing refrigeration unit would be removed and the remainder of the interior wall separating 

space between the front and back half of the building would be taken down, 

Existing freezers would be retained and positioned along one side of the building as back-up. 

Cost to accomplish the project: $4,500 for a new building shell and floor, $3,500 for electrical service and wiring, 

$11,000 for new walk-in refrigeration and freezer equipment, other work and contingency $1,000.  Total cost 

$20,000. 

 

Funding: $10,000 from existing food pantry resources and up to $10,000 from St. Jacobôs UCC.  As of December 31, 

2018, our Benevolence Fund had $13,349 on hand, dollars remaining from our 2018 Back Bay mission trip were an-

other $4,900, for total resources available of $18,249. 
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Lenten Calendar 
 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      

Ash Wednesday  March 6 
My Sin Is Before Me.  
God will not despise a 

broken and contrite heart.  
Ps.51:3-8, 12-14, 17 

March 7                                   
Take Up Your Cross.  

Deny yourself, take up 
your cross and follow 

Jesus.                                         
Lk. 9:22-25 

March 8                                   
Help Those In Need.  

Feed the hungry, shelter 
and clothe the poor.  

Is.58:1-9 

March 9  Called to Re-
pent.  Jesus came to call 
sinners to repentance.                         

Lk. 5:27-32 

March 10                                 
The Word Is Near You.  

All who call on the name 
of the Lord will be saved.  

Rom 10:8-13 

 'March 11                                  
The Lord is Holy.  You 

shall be holy, for the Lord 
your God is holy.                             
Lk 19:1-2, 11-18 

March 12                                   
The Word Sent Forth.  
The Word of God will 

accomplish his purpose.  
Is. 55:10-11 

March 13                                 
The Sign of Jonah.  Be-
hold, something greater 
than Jonah is here.  Lk 

11:29-32 

March 14                                  
Ask, Seek, Knock.  Ask, 

and it will be given to you, 
seek and you will find.                              

Mt. 7:7-12 

March 15                                  
Lord, Hear My Voice.  
With the Lord there is 
steadfast love and re-

demption.  Ps. 1:30:1-8 

March 16                                  
Love Your Enemies.  

Love your enemies; pray 
for those persecute you.  

Mt. 5:43-48 

March 17                                   
Number the Stars.  The 
Lord made a covenant 

with Abraham.                                          
Gn. 15:5-12, 17-18 

March 18                                  
Forgive Others.  Be mer-

ciful, as your heavenly 
Father is merciful.                                                         

Lk. 6:36-38 

March 19   Hope in the 
Promise.  Faith in Christ 

Jesus is counted as 
righteousness.                                                                                         

Rom. 4:11, 16-18, 22 

March 20  To Give His 
Life.  The Son of Man 

came to give his life as a 
ransom.  Mt. 20:17-28 

March 21  By Streams of 
Water.  Blessed is the 

man who delights in the 
law of the Lord.  Ps. 1:1-

4, 6 

March 22  The Stone 
Rejected.  The stone 

rejected by the builders is 
the cornerstone.  Mt. 

21:33-43, 45-46 

March 23  Lost and 
Found.  Celebrate, for my 

son who was lost has 
been found.  Lk. 15:1-3, 

11-31 

March 24  Peace with 
God.  While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for 

us.  Rom. 5:1-2, 5-8 

March 25  Call His Name 
Jesus.  The child to be 

born will be holy, the Son 
of God.  Lk 1:26-38 

March 26  Forgive Your 
Brother.  Forgive others 
as you have been for-

given by God.  Mt. 18:21-
35 

March 27  The Lord God 
is Near.  The Lord our 
God is near to us when 

we call on him.  Dt. 4:1, 5-
9 

March 28  By the Finger 
of God.  The kingdom of 
God has come upon you.  

Lk. 11:14-23 

March 29  Walk in His 
Ways.  Return to the Lord 
and dwell in His shadow.  

Hos. 14:2-10 

March 30  On the Third 
Day.  God will raise us on 
the third day to live before 

him.  Hos. 6:1-7 

March 31  Walk in the 
Light.  You are light in the 
Lord; walk as children of 

the light.  Eph. 5:8-14 

April 1  No More Weep-
ing.  God will create a 
new heaven and new 
earth.  Is. 65:17-21 

April 2  God Is Our ref-
uge.  Come and Behold 
the works of the Lord.  
Ps. 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 

April 3  Honor the Son.  
The dead will hear the 

voice of the Son of God 
and live.  Jn. 5:17-30 

April 4  Believe the Word.  
The Scriptures bear 

witness to Jesus, the Son 
of God.  Jn. 5:31-47 

April 5  This is the Christ.  
No one arrested Jesus; 

his hour had not yet 
come.  Jn. 7:1-2, 10, 25-

30 

April 6  Like a Lamb.  
Jesus was like a gentle 

lamb led to the slaugher.  
Jer. 11:18-20 

April 7  Risen to Life.  I 
am the resurrection and 
the life; believe in me.  

Jn. 11:1-45 

 April 8  I will Fear No 
Evil.  The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not 

want.  Ps. 23:1-6 

April 9  The Son Lifted 
Up.  Lift up the Son of 

Man and know that I am 
he.  Jn 8:21-30 

April 10  The Truth Frees 
You.  The Son will set you 
free and you will be free 

indeed.  Jn. 8:31-42 

April 11  Father of Na-
tions.  I will make my 

covenant between me 
and you.  Gn. 17:3-9 

April 12  Jesus is God's 
Son.  Jesus' enemies 
seek to arrest him for 

blaspheny.  Jn. 10:31-42 

April 13   A Covenant of 
Peace.  God will make an 
everlasting covenant with 
his People.  Ez. 37:21-28 

April 14  Palm Sunday  
Humble Lord.  Jesus was 
obedient to the point of 
death on a cross.  Phil. 

2:6-11. 

April 15  Anointed for 
Burial.  Mary anoints 

Jesus for the day of his 
burial.  Jn. 12:1-11 

April 16  One Will Betray 
Him.  Now God will be 
glorified in the Son of 

Man.  Jn. 13:21-33, 36-38 

April 17  With the Twelve.  
Jesus celebrates the 

Passover with his disci-
ples.  Mt. 26:14-25 

April 18        Maundy 
Thursday My Body, My 
Blood  This cup is the 

new covenant in Jesus' 
blood.  1 Cor. 11:23-26 

April 19        Good Friday 
Jesus is Crucified  He 

said, "It is finished." and 
gave up his spirit.  Jn. 

18:1, 19-42 

April 20         Buried in 
Baptism  Buried with 
Jesus in baptism and 

raised to new life.  Rom. 
6:3-11 

 April 21           
EASTER SUNDAY           

Christ is Risen.  
He is not here, for 
he has risen, as he 
said.  Mt. 28:1-10       
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